
 

COVID-19 Emergency Response Statement to the City of Hayward 
 

Amid the outbreak of the Coronavirus across the world and within Alameda County, our 
communities are taking precautions to prioritize their health and the health of those around them. 
Residents of the Bay Area should not have to face financial ruin or live in fear of becoming 
houseless because of this. As our representatives, we call on you to use your governing authority 
to protect our community, especially those most vulnerable in these challenging times.  

Facing a public health crisis in the midst of a housing crisis requires swift and effective 
action. We call on the Hayward City Council to be leaders in this moment and take the following 
steps: 
 

1. Pass a Moratorium on all Eviction and Rent Increase Notices - Housing is a human 
right and no human should be forced onto the streets in the middle of a health crisis. We know 
that the Bay Area housing crisis forces many in our community to live paycheck to paycheck and 
that the coronavirus outbreak in Alameda County will inevitably affect their income and ability 
to pay rent. We call on you to invalidate all rent increases and eviction notices throughout the 
duration of this moratorium. 
 

2. Join Other City Leaders in Demanding that Alameda County Superior Court 
Pause Default Judgements - While passing a city-wide moratorium is crucial, without true 
enforcement and county-level action, some of our most vulnerable tenants will slip through the 
cracks. Across the East Bay, almost all tenants’ rights legal service providers have shut down 
their in-person services. This includes Centro Legal de la Raza, the principal source of eviction 
defense services for low-income Hayward tenants. While a moratorium will render eviction 
notices unlawful, there is no guarantee that landlords will cease pursuing evictions. Without 
representation, it will be difficult for many tenants to assert their rights against unlawful 
evictions, even under the moratorium. As elected representatives, now more than ever it is 
crucial that you use your platform to truly fight for our community and call on your peers to do 
the same. Please join  

● Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf,  
● Oakland Councilmember Nikki Fortunato Baas, 
● Oakland City Attorney Barbara Parker, 
● Oakland Council President Rebecca Kaplan, 
● Oakland Councilmember Lynette Gibson McElhaney, and 
● Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin 

in petitioning the Presiding Judge of Alameda County Superior Court, Tara DeSautels, to 
exercise her authority to protect tenants in this time.   



 
The demands of the community and our representatives have already compelled action 

from the court, but there is still more work to do. We must push for a pause on default 
judgements and that ALL unlawful detainer cases be postponed, not only those set for jury trials. 
As we know, unrepresented tenants often do not assert their right to a jury trial, and with the 
self-help center being closed, many will not have the resources to do so.  
 

3. Demand Action from Governor Newsom - We must join other leaders in organizing 
and demanding protections for our communities. In coalition with ACCE and other community 
leaders, we are echoing their demands to call on California Governor Gavin Newsom to pass an 
immediate moratorium on all evictions state-wide; provide emergency income assistance; 
preserve medical benefits; and prevent utility shut-offs. 
 

4. Collaborate With Grassroots Community Groups to Ensure Support for All - 
Since grassroots groups are in direct contact with the most vulnerable populations in our city, 
you must rely on their experience, knowledge, and understanding of their needs. We call on you 
to support their work in meeting those needs. 
 

We hope you all will take immediate action for the safety and health of the Hayward 
community. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Best, 

 
Elisha Crader 
Tenants’ Rights Paralegal 
Hayward City Council Candidate 
 

 
Lacei Amodei 
Eviction Defense Law Clerk 
Hayward City Council Candidate 
 
 
 


